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The Concept of Culture in the Philosophy of Cassirer 
Its Significance and in Relation to Inter-subjectivity 
Shin Saito*1 
This is an attempt to clarify the concept of “culture” in the philosophy of Ernst Cassirer, who 
is one of the most influential German thinkers in the 20th century. He is well-known for his main 
work, The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms (1923-29), and his study on “symbolic forms” was originally 
begun in his “Substance and Function” (1910). In this work, most of Cassirer’s interest was 
concentrated on scientific knowledge. However, his study expanded into the whole of human culture, 
of which he declared, “The critique of reason becomes the critique of culture” (PSF 1, p. 80). Therefore, 
he calls his own philosophy “cultural science” or “a philosophy of culture”. Thus, he indicates language, 
myth/religion, art, and science in his use of the word “culture”, and yet he does not directly present 
or define what the word “culture” means in his main work. The answer to the question of what exactly 
Cassirer means in his use of the word “culture” is to be found in his later work, The Logic of Cultural 
Science (1942). In this essay, Cassirer attempted to clarify the significance of the concept of culture 









批判』(Kritik der reinen Vernunft, 1781/1787)に向けられた批
判を、ヘルダー(Johann Gottfried von Herder, 1744-1803)やフ



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































象学者メルロ＝ポンティ (Maurice Merleau-Ponty, 1908-






















































・Cassirer, Philosophie der Symbolischen Formen, Teil 1, Die 
Sprache, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1977. (『シンボル形
式の哲学 第一巻 言語』生松敬三・木田元訳、岩波書店、1989
年)  
・Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 2, Das 
mythische Denken, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1977, VIII. 
(『シンボル形式の哲学 第二巻 神話的思考』木田元訳、岩波
書店、1991年) 
・ Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 3, 
Phänomenologie der Erkenntnis, Wissenschaftliche 
Buchgesellschaft, 1977. (『シンボル形式の哲学 第三巻 認識の
現象学＜下＞』木田元訳、岩波文庫、1997年) 
・Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, Fünf Studien, 
Felix Meiner Verlag, 2011. 
・Cassirer, An Essay on Man, An Introduction to a Philosophy of 
Human Culture, Yale University Press, 1944, p. 207. (『人間――シ
ンボルを操るもの』宮城音弥訳、岩波文庫、1997年) 
・Donald Phillip Verene, The Origin of the Philosophy of Symbolic 



















1) Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 20. 
2) Cassirer, Philosophie der Symbolischen Formen, Teil 1, Die 














ている。Cf. D.P. Verene, The Origin of the Philosophy of 
Symbolic Form, Kant, Hegel, and Cassirer, Northwestern 





8) Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 60. 
9) I. カント『純粋理性批判』熊野純彦訳、作品社、2012
年、13頁 
10) Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 3, 
Phänomenologie der Erkenntnis, Wissenschaftliche 
Buchgesellschaft, 1977, S. 331. (『シンボル形式の哲学 第三
巻 認識の現象学＜下＞』 木田元訳、岩波文庫、1997年、
10頁) 
11) Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 79. 
12) Vgl. Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 2, 
S. 281ff. (『シンボル形式の哲学 第二巻 神話的思考』木田
元訳、岩波書店、1991年、435頁以下) 
13) Cassirer, An Essay on Man, An Introduction to a Philosophy 






15) Cassirer, An Essay on Man, p. 109. (235頁) 
16) Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 2. (10




られている。Cf. Cassirer, An Essay on Man, pp. 21. (61頁以
下） 
18) Cassirer, op. cit., p. 143. (304頁) 
19) Cassirer, Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Teil 2, S. 
286. (444頁) 










ている証しであろう。Cassirer, Zur Logik der 
Kulturwissenschaften, S. 79. 
22) Cassirer, op. cit., S. 79. 









26) Cf. Cassirer, An Essay on Man, p. 68. (151-2頁) 















30) Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 80. 
31) Cassirer, op. cit., S. 80. 
32) Cassirer, Philosophie der Symbolischen Formen, Teil 1, S.11. 
(31頁)  
33) Vgl. Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 64. 
34) Vgl. op. cit., S. 65. 





38) Cassirer, Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften, S. 11. 
39) Cassirer, op. cit., S. 53-54. 
                                                          
